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PRESENT

Chairman:      Paul Entwistle

Councillors:
Pauline Bamber
Maureen Entwistle   
Matthew Greaves





Martin Stewart

County and City Councillors: Cllr Stephen Thompson

None Attended

Mr Dave Mills (Parish Clerk)

14 members of the public as detailed on the attendance log.

1 APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Cllrs Daniel Guise, Barry Probin and John Green.

2 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on 03rd August 2026. 
MIN 26/048 the Council Approved the minutes of the meeting on 03rd August and the Chairman signed the minutes as a true record.  
3 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
There were no declarations of interest.

4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
1 The Headteacher set out the reasons that Catforth Village School had applied for financial support.  The school is at capacity, 106 pupils, with the previous play space being used to provide an additional classroom.  No support is available from the County Council, with arrangements that prevent the school from “saving up” for larger projects.  The PTFA can raise about £7,500 per annum, but the majority of this is consumed to fund in year events.  Hence the school has no way to accumulate a sum of £67,500 to fund improvements to the external play areas.

2 The police provide crime statistics for the Parish which indicated no ongoing concerns.

3 A resident raised concerns over the speed of progress with the Catforth Traffic Calming Scheme.  The scheme has progressed in the last month with LCC Highways planning out a scheme based upon the consultation input. Topography and safety analysis will now be conducted to finalise the design.

Highways have indicated that putting traffic lights on the Jolly Roger bridge would be both expensive and technically challenging.  This is therefore unlikely to form part of the scheme.
4 Speed on the back lanes in Catforth.  After a discussion with a local resident it was agreed to provide contact details to the LCC Highways Road Safety Officer, to see if a site visit and a way forward can be found.
5 Councillor Stephen Thompson confirmed that the Local Government Reorganisation had been paused  and that the next set of Council elections would take place on the current boundaries.

The rules for assessing changes of use of properties to Childrens Homes are to be changed to require full planning applications with the need for consultation and full assessment of the impact.

5 FUNDING REQUEST CATFORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL
Catforth Primary School has submitted a request for CIL funding with a total amount of £67,500.  

MIN 26/049 The Parish Council resolved to support the request from Catforth Primary School with funding of £67,500.
6 TRAFFIC CALMING BARTLE LANE AND SANDY LANE
The County Council has issued Traffic Regulation Orders for consultation to install traffic calming measures on Bartle Lane and Sandy Lane.  The Parish Council is a statutory consultee.  

We did note however that currently the signage from the Saddle Inn roundabout (Edith Rigby Way/East West Link Road) directs traffic wishing to go to Woodplumpton to follow a route via Lea Lane/Bartle Lane and Sandy Lane.  With the implementation of Calming measures on Bartle Lane and Sandy Lane this does not feel right.  The Parish Council believes that traffic for Woodplumpton should follow the more major route along the East West Link Road and Tabley Lane.  We believe that the signage should be amended to reflect this.  This comment has been submitted.
7 COMMUNITY ASSET TRANSFER
Although the local government re-organisation has been delayed it is appropriate for the Parish Council to consider whether it would like to receive any community assets as part of the re-organisation process, when it takes place.

The Council will consider what assets are available in the Parish and whether any would be of interest.
8 LENGTHSMANS OBSERVATIONS

The planters on Bartle Lane motorway bridge are in a sorry state (see attached photograph). They have never been maintained and were presumably planted as a native mixed hedge. The plants are now in need of urgent attention and the planters are showing signs of deterioration.

The Parish Council believed that it would be reasonable to take responsibility for these planters so that they can be replanted and properly maintained.  The clerk will ask whether this would be possible.

The memorial bench area opposite The Running Pump is in need of attention. The wooden edging on the flower bed is rotting and a few of the plants need replacing. It would probably cost about £100 - £150 in materials and plants for the lengthsman to restore it.

MIN 26/050 The Parish Council resolved to fund the refurbishment of the memorial bench opposite the former running pump at a cost of up to £150.00.

9 PICNIC BENCHES AROUND THE PARISH 
The Council is asked to consider whether an alternative supplier without a delivery charge should be sought, this would allow immediate purchase of the 3 approved benches with others to follow once identified and approved.

MIN 26/051 The Parish Council resolved to fund the purchase of 3 wheelchair accessible benches at a cost of £1,285.80 plus VAT.
10 CLERK PAY SETTLEMENT 2026/27
The Council is requested to Note the increase in the Clerks remuneration to £19,227 per annum.

The pay increase is backdated to 1 April 2026, therefore backpay is included within the September salary.

MIN 26/052 The Parish Council noted the change to the Clerk’s remuneration.
11 DEFIBRILLATOR PLOUGH AT EAVES
The Landlord of the Plough at Eaves has agreed to provide an electrical supply to support the installation of a Defibrillator on the outside wall of the pub.  The council is invited to approve the purchase and installation of a defibrillator at a cost of £1430 plus electrical installation £500.

A total cost of less than £2000.00.

The Parish Council will use the same supplier as for the other units in the Parish to maintain consistency.

MIN 26/053 The Parish Council resolved to install a Defibrillator at the Plough at Eaves at a cost of less than £2,000.00.
12 THE ORCHARD PLAY AREA

The play area has now been ordered with installation expected to take place in Early November.
13 EXTERNAL AUDIT COMPLETION
The external audit has now been completed and a certificate of completion and audit report has been issued.

The Council is invited to note the completion of the external audit.

MIN 26/054 The Parish Council Noted completion of the external audit,
14 2025/26 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 1 July 2026 to 31 August 2026.
MIN 26/055 The Chairman verified that the following financial accounts had been reconciled.
The End of July Balances were:

Current Account    £22,174.47
CCLA Account      £675,000.00
The End of August Balances were:

Current Account    £95,167.45
CCLA Account      £575,000.00

15 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS since 3rd August 2026
MIN 26/056 Members noted and approved the following accounts already paid after the January meeting in accordance with Standing Order 15 (b) xii  
	DETAILS
	PAYEE
	AMOUNT
	REF

	April payments Prior to Meeting
	
	

	Lengthsman Weeks 17-20
	Lengthsman
	£1672.00
	Ref 70

	Bank Service Charge August
	Unity Trust Bank
	£8.95
	Ref 71

	Corporate Card Fee August
	Unity Trust Bank
	£3.00
	Ref 72

	Community Garden August
	Lengthsman
	£330.00
	Ref 73

	External Audit Fee
	PKF Littlejohn LLP
	£504.00
	Ref 74


16 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS

MIN 26/057 Members approved the following accounts for payment 
	Printing Summer Newsletter
	£420.75
	BACs
	Ref 75

	Pension contributions clerk September 2026
	£90.09
	DD
	Ref 76

	Clerk Salary September 2026
	£992.75
	BACs
	Ref 77

	HMRC PAYE September 2026
	£762.71
	BACs
	Ref 78

	Employer National Insurance September 2026
	£208.49
	BACs
	Ref 79

	Parish Rooms Rental September 2026
	£50.00
	BACs
	Ref 80

	Clerks Expenses Aug-Sept 2026
	£150.00
	BACs
	Ref 81

	3 Picnic Benches
	£1,686.86
	BACs
	Ref 82

	Lengthsman Weeks 21,22,23,25
	£1672.00
	BACs
	Ref 83

	Lengthsman Materials September
	£40.99
	BACs
	Ref 84

	Garden Tenancy – Community Gateway
	£5.00
	BACs
	Ref 85

	Viking Order
	£999.47
	BACs
	Ref 86


17 PLANNING APPLICATIONS BEFORE COUNCIL 
Members are requested to consider and approve the attached delegated comments for August 2026. Applications can be viewed at www.preston.gov.uk
MIN 26/058 Councillors considered and approved the delegated comments.
Councillors asked for an additional comment to be made in relation to the development on Moss Lane, Catforth, setting out the concerns in relation to parking and traffic volumes.
18 CIL PROJECTS

Linear Park

Preston City Council took a Planning Advisory Note for the Linear Park to Cabinet on 16th September.  The note appears simply to protect the area from future housing developments rather than actually progressing delivery of the Linear Park.
The Council is invited to note this position and the contents on the Advisory Note.

MIN 26/059 The Council noted the Planning Advisory Note.

The Council considered that no next steps were needed until the planning consultatants come forward with additional work in relation to the development of the park.
Orchard Play Area

Installation is expected to commence in early November
Church Windows

Challenges are currently being experienced in agreeing the final scope of the project to be delivered.
Eaves Project

The extent of work to be delivered is being finalized.  A proposal as to how this should be taken forward will be brought to a future meeting.
Other Projects
1. Hayfield Park Play Area – Little progress reported.
2. Refurbishment of the Canal towpaths – Actively being worked on but a high-cost item, with limited support from the Canals and River Trust.

3. Doctors Surgery – Being chased
CIL spending for 2026/7 to date is £100,092.70 compared to income this year of £295,285 therefore efforts are needed to identify and progress projects.  Once the Catforth Primary School commitment, the Orchard Play Area and the Church Windows are paid for spending in the year will match April receipts.
Councilors noted that with the commitment to Catforth Primary School, the CIL money that is three years old will be consumed.
CIL Opportunities.
The Council is asked to consider whether there are additional potential CIL projects that should be considered for implementation.
CIL Income Update
The developments off Sandy Lane and Discovery Drive are now commencing.  CIL Demand Notices indicate that the Parish Council will receive approximately £1.5 Million from these developments over a period of Years. The timing of such payments is not yet known.  This income is in addition to the Payments related to the Gleeson Homes and Wain Homes developments on Bartle Lane.
19 UPDATE ON ISSUES FOR INFORMATION

No issues were raised

20 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members are requested to note that the next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 19th October 2026 at 7.00 in the Parish Rooms.  
END

WOODPLUMPTON PARISH COUNCIL
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ON MONDAY 21st September 2026 at 7.00pm
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Confirmed as a true Record ……………………………….    Chairman

